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As psychology lias a voice in the determination of ulti-
mate philosophical notions that belongs to no other
positive science, Hobbes has done more for philosophy
by promoting the positive investigation of mental
functions than by the abstract definitions of his own
First Philosophy, acutely conceived as these always are.
We have already seen how his influence told in a
similar sense, but much more directly, upon the philoso-
phical theory of action in ethics; and neither has it
been otherwise as regards political theory, with the
history of which his name is as intimately connected.
If here he spoke a language which is in part not modern,
he was certainly not enslaved like Grotius by the fictions
they both still employed for the purposes of rational
construction. Actual facts of human nature and unde-
niable human conditions are alone suffered to shape
and determine his thought of the possibilities of the
human lot. He was, indeed, in politics a thinker of
so positive a cast that it may be said he erred chiefly in
not taking account of the useful purpose that fiction
is fitted to subserve in human practice. Consider only
his central idea of the irresponsibility of the sove-
reign power. So perfectly plain, when it is once
stated, that there is room only for marvel at the kind
of objections that have been urged against it, the
idea was yet put forward in a way that took no ac-
count, or no sufficient account, of the instinctive repug-
nance which in on do well to cherish against it. If there
is no power on earth that can prevent the State from
disposing as it lists of the individual in all his external
relations, and if there come times in history (like
Hobbes's own) when the truth needs plain statement